
Cruise Types

LEISURE - A NICE DRIVE WHERE YOU WILL BE 
ABLE TO ENJOY THE COUNTRY SIDE -  
COMBINATION OF BELOW SPEED LIMIT & AT 
SPEED LIMIT

SPORTY - A SPEEDIER RIDE SO YOU CAN ENJOY 
THOSE CURVES - AT SPEED LIMIT

ZOOMIN - YOUR MIATA WILL BE MOVIN THROUGH 
A LOT OF CURVES WITH SPIRITED DRIVING

Thu
May 3

7:00 PM

Sat
May 5

Sat
May 12

Mon
May 28

Thu
May 31

7:00 PM

Sat
Jun 9

Sat
Jun 16

Sun
Jun 24

Thu
Jun 28

7:00 PM

Sat
Jun 30

Sat-Sun
Jul 14-15

Sat
Jul 21

WPMC Monthly Teleconference 
Meeting

Cruisn’ to the Blue Canoe in 
Titusville

Come with me to Foggy Mountain

Memorial Day Parade

WPMC Monthly Teleconference 
Meeting

Coal Miners Museum Cruise

Penn State Creamery Cruise

Glass Center & PIMC Cruise

WPMC Monthly Teleconference 
Meeting

Let’s Go Lago Cruise

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix

Platts Go Zoomin

Sat
Jul 28

Thu
Aug 2

7:00 PM

Sat
Aug 11

Sun
Aug 26

Sat
Sep 8

Sun
Sep 16

Sat
Sep 22

Sat
Oct 13

Sat
Dec 1

Wild & Wonderful West Virginia 
Cruise

WPMC Monthly Teleconference 
Meeting

Peaches and Gravity Hill Cruise

WPMC Picnic

Johnstown National Flood Memorial 
Cruise

J. D. Cellars Winery Cruise

Laurel Highlands Cruise

Zimliki Cruise

WPMC Christmas Party
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(continued on page 3)

Cruisin' to the Blue 
Canoe in Titusville
by Pat and Ron Hoffman

lease join Pat and I on Saturday, May 5th for the 
first drive of the 2018 Cruising Season to Titusville 
and a mid-afternoon lunch at the Blue Canoe 

Brewery.  Let’s meet at 11 AM at the Sheetz, Store #123, 
5300 Route 8, Gibsonia, PA.  This Sheetz is right off the 
Butler exit of the turnpike.  Head north on Route 8 toward 
Butler.  It is at the first traffic light.  We will be heading 
out on some back roads to avoid all the traffic and traffic 
lights on PA Route 8 through Butler.  Thanks to Linda 
Zimliki for help laying out the route!!

We will be passing through Amish Country, so bring your 
radios so you can be warned of “horse hazards” on the 
road!!  We will also be traveling through some very scenic 
river valley country as we cross over and travel along the 
Allegheny River and cruise the historic and beautiful town 
of Franklin.  We plan to arrive in Titusville for lunch about 
2 - 2:15pm at the Blue Canoe Brewery in the historic Chase 
Stewart Block Building in downtown Titusville.  There is 
a good selection of craft beers they brew on site and the 
food is also excellent.  Check out their website for more 
details:  http://thebluecanoebrewery.com.

After lunch, I plan to take whoever wants to go for a short 
side cruise through Oil Creek State Park on our way to 
Polly’s Ice Cream stand in Franklin, PA.

Since this is our first cruise of the 2018 season, it will be 
a good opportunity to get acquainted with one another 
and find out what everyone has been doing since our 
Christmas party.  I need to limit the number of people 
going on the cruise to 25 due to seating arrangements at 
the restaurant.  Please RSVP to me, Ron Hoffman, by 
email at rhoffman@westpennmiataclub.com or call me at 
724-392-7932 by Wednesday May 2nd if you will be joining 
us.

I am rating this cruise as Leisure to Sporty.

Come with me to Foggy 
Mountain

by Scott Coatsworth
he Laurel Highlands are one of my favorite 
playgrounds, with great roads, great hiking and 
biking, and great waters.  We will be meandering 

from Blairsville to Ligonier, with the hills in almost full-
dress green.  We’ll make a half-way stop at The Original 
Pie Shoppe for stretching and comfort.   The second half 
will take us to Foggy Mountain Lodge & Restaurant for 
lunch.  To keep Joe happy, we will finish at Ligonier 
Creamery.

Date & Time: Saturday, May 12, 2018, Meet at 10:30 AM. 
 Leave at 11:00 AM

Meeting Place: Walmart on RT 22, 300 Resort Plaza 
Drive, Blairsville, PA 15717, at the far left end of the 
building.  Please fill the Miata tank and empty yours before 
starting time.

RSVP: By Monday, May 7 to Scott Coatsworth at 
scoatsworth@comcast.net or 412-951-3340

Cruise Type: Zoomin’ (or not quite)

Butler Memorial Day 
Parade

by Joe & Linda Zimliki
aglier Mazda has invited us again to participate in 
Butler's Memorial Day Parade. This event will be 
held Memorial Day morning. We participated last 

year. It is a very well organized and nice parade. Check 
out last year's photos on our website. This is an opportunity 
to honor our brave men and women who gave their lives 
for our freedoms. We will meet at Baglier and be led to 
the parade start. After the parade, one of Baglier's sales 
people will lead us on a cruise in the area. We will then 
return to Baglier where a lunch will be provided for us. 
There will be give aways from Mazda... No, not a car!

P
T

B
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May Deadline
The deadline for articles for the 
May newsletter is May 7, 2018

(continued from page 2)

2018 CRUISIN & ZOOMIN 
SEASON

BY LINDA ZIMLIKI

e had our Tech Session yesterday and old man winter 
raised its ugly head with some snow, so our Miatas 
stayed nice & warm in the garage. We are having 

some unusual weather this year. Let’s hope that when May 
rolls around we have warmer days and sunshine to start

The club will provide a sign to display on your vehicle 
thanking those that served. You can decorate your car if 
you wish. Hope we have a good turnout for this event. 
Time to show off our Miatas (MX-5s) and honor the 
veterans. 

Date & Times: Monday May 28th, 9:15 AM @ Baglier, 
10:00 AM Line up starts, 10:40 AM Parade starts, 11:00 
AM Moment of Silence 

Meeting Place: Baglier Mazda, 630 Evans City Road, 
Butler, PA 16001 

RSVP: By May 22 to lzimliki@westpennmiataclub.com 
or 724-327-1762

Tech Session Report
by Steve Lapp

wenty WPMC members attended the 2018 Tech 
Session at Jim Locke Automotive on April 7.  With 
no specified agenda, our host Jim Locke spoke on 

a number of topics.  Subjects included Spec Miata costs, 
tires and suspension as important contributors to overall 
performance, and racing considerations.  Following the 
Tech Session, everyone met at Lucci’s Restaurant for lunch 
and a wedding reception for newlyweds Nancy and Jack 
Bartek.  Congratulations Nancy and Jack!  Your WPMC 
friends wish you all the best for the future.  Many thanks 
to Larry Shockling for organizing the Tech Session and to 
Linda and Joe Zimliki for taking care of the wedding 
reception details.

off our cruisin season. On May 5 we head our Miatas 
toward Titusville for lunch at the Blue Canoe. The following 
weekend we will be zooming around the Laurel Highlands 
with a stop at the famous Pie Shoppe and lunch at Foggy 
Mountain. Hope you will join us Memorial Day for Butler’s 
Memorial Day parade to honor our veterans. 

In the past, our members have enjoyed the car cruises 
at Wexford Starlite Car Cruise located at Northway 
Christian Community Church. For seventeen years on 
Friday evening there would be up to 3,000 cars on the 
grounds. The Church sold part of the land to Highmark 
and had problems finding volunteers to work the event. 
On Sept 1, 2017 they had their last car cruise. Another 
cruise option exists - Victory Car Cruise in Cranberry at 
Victory Family Church. They have food, prizes, live DJ, 
and amazing cars. This is held every Friday evening 5 to 
9 from May 25th to September 7th. Address is 21150 Route 
19, Cranberry, Pa. Website is https://victorycarcruise.com. 

Mt Hood Miata Club is hosting Hot Lava 2018 in Oregon. 
The dates are Sept 20 through 23. Registration deadline 
is August 20th. Registration fee is $90 single and $175 
couple. Host Hotel is Best Western plus Hood River Inn. 
You can contact them at 1-800-828-7873 and mention Mt 
Hood Miata Club to get the discount. The schedule of 
events and more information can be found at 
https://www.mthoodmiata.org/event-2682635.  This link 
is also on our Events webpage.

Zoom Zoomm Zoommm!

W

T
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Ragtop review
by Ron Hoffman, President

ess than 4 weeks now until cruisin’ season 2018 
officially opens for business!!  I don’t know about 
you, but I am ready.  This winter is hanging on way 

too long for me.  It’s the second week of April and temps 
are in the 30’s out there in the middle of the afternoon 
while I write this article!!  I think global warming has 
taken a break.

I was able to take the Little Guy out for a drive just once 
since winter officially ended and that was with the top up. 
 He’s back in the garage again all covered up  -- He got 
cold!!  I think I just saw an extended weather forecast that 
included a 70 for a high in there???  Maybe there is light 
and “warmth” at the end of this “cold tunnel” – let’s hope.

As most of you probably know by now, Mazda came out 
with an all-new Miata model in 2017, the RF, retractable 
fastback.  It replaces the retractable hardtop that came 
out in 2006.  It has created a bit of a stir.  If any of you 
attended the Pittsburgh Auto Show this year or in 2017, 
this model was on display and it commanded quite a bit 
of attention.

There have been a number of notable upgrades and new 
features added to the RF for 2018, including newly standard 
heated cloth sport seats in the MX-5 Club models, standard 
Advanced Keyless Entry on all models, new color options 
and heated leather-trimmed seats in the MX-5 RF Club’s 
Brembo/BBS Package.  Check out all the details in the 
following press release from Mazda:   

https://insidemazda.mazdausa.com/press-release/2018-mx-
5-rf-pricing/

Mazda has been a bit slow to get the new 2018 RFs to 
the dealers, especially in this area.  I checked dealer 
inventories on line and could only find four 2018 RFs 
around Pittsburgh.  Hopefully more will be coming soon. 
 There is still a good supply of 2017 RFs, though.

Make sure you check out the Upcoming Events list on the

first page of this newsletter.  I counted no less than 17 
cruises and special events planned for this year.  Most are 
on Saturdays but there are also some on Sundays.  Start 
marking your calendar with the ones you want to attend.

The club officers have been hard at work planning this 
year’s calendar, with special thanks to Events Chair, Linda 
Zimliki.  Hopefully everyone will be able to join some of 
the cruises.  Western PA has to have some of the best 
cruisin’ roads in the country!!

If you are visiting this site for the first time to check us 
out, Welcome!!  I hope you’ll join us for an event and 
experience first hand a new level of Zoomin’ fun.

Later!!

by Jim Pacillo

L
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Address goes here

leave room for mail bar code to go here

WEST PENN MIATA CLUB

c/o Richard Ryba
2777 Leechburg Road
Lower Burrell, PA 15068

e-mail:	 wpmc@westpennmiataclub.com
web site:	 http://www.westpennmiataclub.com

West          Penn

Club

West         Penn

Club

Editor - In - Chief:
Steve Lapp

Send all 
editorial contributions to:
WEST PENN MIATA CLUB
c/o  Steve Lapp
105 Gadshill Place
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
e-mail: slapp@westpennmiataclub.com

Founder:
Paul Fronko

President:
Ron Hoffman

Vice President:
Scott Coatsworth

Treasurer:
Larry Shockling

Secretary:
Richard Ryba

Events Chair:
Linda Zimliki

Past President:
Mike Butler

(814) 440-3338

(412) 951-3340

(724)882-5531

(724) 289-8748 

(724) 327-1762

(412) 498-0962

The FUN ‘N’ THE SUN TIMES 
is published as a service by the 
West Penn Miata Club, Inc.  – 
a non-profit corporation.

The WEST PENN MIATA CLUB 
assumes no liability for any infor-
mation contained herein; or injury or 
damage resulting from the use of this 
information. The ideas, maintenance, 
opinions, or modification tips 
expressed are to be used at the readers’ 
discretion. Individual contributors 
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